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The history of Ehrenberg - Early & High Middle Ages

Emperor Karl the Great is crowned Roman Emperor in 800 by the Pope. This marked the first time the Emperor-hood was in German hands, where it thereafter remained. Otto the Great is crowned Roman Emperor in 962. 
Before 150 AD only the Pope was allowed to perform the Emperor Coronation. For the Coronation of the Emperor, but also in order to secure the control in Italy, there were many crusades to Italy. Ehrenberg witnessed not only the passing of troops and regiments, but also of Emperors on their way to and from Italy. Emperor Friedrich Barbarossa (died 1190) passed by four times on his way to Italy and onto his crusades.

However, the most well remembered passing visitor was the return of Emperor Lothar III from his second crusade to Italy. Emperor Lothar III died on December 4th, 1137 in Breitenwang. He lies in the Cathedral of Königslutter, which he had sponsored. Emperor Lothar III handed over the "Reichsinsignien" (empire insignia) to his son-in-law Konradin in Breitenwang. Konradin moved to Italy in 1266 (most likely over Ehrenberg).

Two Counts accompanied him to Verona: His Stepfather Meinhard II and at that time still insignificant Count Rudolf von Habsburg. Konradin was beheaded in 1268 at the Neapel market place. As part of Konrad’s former “Staufer” possession, Meinhart II received a large part of the "Ausserferns". To protect his reign from the north, Meinhard first had Falkenstein near Pfronten built.  In favor of his alliance with the Bishop from Augsburg, he withdrew from this area and built Ehrenbergt, which even at the time of his death in 1295 was a relatively small castle.

Ehrenberg is and remains a sovereign castle. The highest sovereign administrator is the "Guardian of Ehrenberg ", who exercises the full power on behalf of the Sovereign. Ehrenberg and with it the court, became pledged to Austria in 1354. It could be somewhat non-chalantly claimed, that the "Ausserferner", as far as the "Ausserfern" belonged to the Ehrenberg court at that time, was "Austrian" nine years longer than the remaining Tiroler. In other words: The Ausserferners are older "Austrians" than the remaining Tirol! Once the Prince’s children were married in 1359, one would assume that the Ehrenberg court would have returned under the full sovereignty of Tirol.

But history was not that simple as the marriage contract had a clause: In the case of barreness the dowry would again return to the house of Austria. At the time of the marriage ceremony Margarethe was just 13, her husband was 15 years old. The fact that it was not a marriage of love, but rather a political calculation of the Habsburger, i.e. to be able to gain a foothold in Tirol, probably does not need to be pointed out. The story is already complicated enough; however it is to become still more complicated: Margarethe of Austria exchanged her dowry with her mother-in-law's Margarethe "Maultasch". Margarethe Maultasch owned property in Bavaria, which was from her marriage with Ludwig of Brandenberg, a son of the Bavarian Duke and Emperor Ludwig IV, "the Baier". On the 5th of September 1360 the mother-in-law and daughter-in-law exchanged wedding goods. Margarethe "Maultasch" received along with other goods Ehrenberg, her daughter-in-law Margarethe from Austria received in exchange some possessions in Bavaria.

During the first invasion the “Appenzeller” penetrated into Tirol on May 26, 1405 thru the Arlberg, not through the Flexen pass! The heaviest losses for the Tiroler mercenary were on June 4, 1406 on the bridge in Zams. Near Imst the Appenzellern again clashed against the Tiroler mercenaries, who were again pushed back, so that the way to Innsbruck was now open for the Appenzellern. Despite their victory the campaign was broken off. They did not want to split up their combat forces in a strange country and were also called back by a messenger.
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